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kins says) by their literary adviser, and presented me
with the freedom of the city, and a handsome piece of
plate. I got the freedom at the same time with Lord
Dalhousie and Sir Thomas Graham, and the Provost
gave a very brilliant entertainment. About 150 gentle-
men dined at his own house, all as well served as if there
had been a dozen. So if one strikes a cuff on the one
side from ill-will, there is a pat on the other from kind-
ness, and the shuttlecock is kept flying. To poor Char-
lotte's great horror, I chose my plate in the form of an
old English tankard, an utensil for which I have a par-
ticular respect, especially when charged with good ale, cup,
or any of these potables. I hope you will soon see mine.1
Your little friends, Sophia and Walter, were at a
magnificent party on Twelfth Night at Dalkeith, where
the Duke and Duchess entertained all Edinburgh. I
think they have dreamed of nothing since but Aladdin's
lamp and the palace of Haroun Al-Baschid. I am uncer-
tain what to do this spring. I would fain go on the
Continent for three or four weeks, if it be then safe for
non-combatants. If not, we will have a merry meeting
in London, and, like Master Silence,

" Eat, drink, and make good cheer,
And praise heaven for the merry year." 2

I have much to say about Triermain.   The fourth edition
is at press.    The Empress Dowager of Russia has ex-

1  The inscription for this tankard was penned by the late celebrated
Dr. James Greg-ory, Professor of the Practice of Physic in the University
of Edinburgh; and I therefore transcribe it.
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2  U Sing Henry IF. Act V. Scene 3. were so much elated,
